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Acronyms 
 
AA 
Appropriate Assessment is the formal assessment by the Competent Authority of the impacts of 
a plan or project on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site (a Special Protection Area (SPA), Special 
Area for Conservation (SAC) or proposed SPAs and Ramsar sites). 
 
BAP  
A Biodiversity Action Plan aims to identify, conserve and protect existing biological diversity, and 
to enhance it wherever possible. 
 
GIS 
A geographic information system captures, stores, analyses, manages, and presents data that 
refers to or is linked to location. In the strictest sense, the term describes any information 
system that integrates, stores, edits, analyses, shares, and displays geographic information. In a 
more generic sense, GIS applications are tools that allow users to create interactive queries 
(user created searches), analyse spatial information, edit data, maps, and present the results. 
 
GRIP 
The Greenhouse Gas Regional Inventory Protocol is a scenario tool that can be utilised in order 
to compile Greenhouse gas emissions inventory at a particular region, in this case at the GCV 
area. 
 
NRS 
National Records of Scotland runs the Census and other data to publish information about 
population and households. 
 
GVA 
Gross Value Added is the difference between output and intermediate consumption for any 
given sector/industry, which is the difference between the value of goods and services produced 
and the cost of raw materials and other inputs which are used up in production. 
 
HS 
Historic Scotland is an executive agency of the Scottish Government and is charged with 
safŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ promoting its understanding and enjoyment 
on behalf of Scottish Ministers. 
 
SAC  
Special Areas of Conservation sites designated under the EC Habitats Directive. They are 
intended to ensure that rare, endangered or vulnerable habitats and species of Community 
interest are either maintained at or restored to a favourable conservation status. 
 
SEPA  
Scottish Environment Protection Agency. {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ environmental regulator. Its main role is to 
protect and improve the environment. SEPA is a non-departmental public body, accountable 
through Scottish Ministers to the Scottish Parliament. 
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SIMD  
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation identifies small area concentrations of multiple 
deprivation across all of Scotland in a fair way. It allows effective targeting of policies and 
funding where the aim is to wholly or partly tackle or take account of area concentrations of 
multiple deprivation. 
 
SNH  
Scottish Natural HeritageΩ role is to look after the natural heritage, help people to enjoy and 
value it, and encourage people to use it sustainably. 
 
SOC 
Single Outcome Agreement is an agreement between each Council in Scotland and the Scottish 
Government, based on the 15 national outcomes. The national outcomes reflect the Scottish 
Government's National Performance Framework but they also reflect established corporate and 
community plan commitments across Scotland's Councils and Community Planning Partnerships. 
 
SAC 
Special Areas of Conservation are strictly protected sites designated under the EC Habitats 
Directive. 
 
SPA  
Special Protection Areas. Sites designated under the EC Birds Directive. They are intended to 
protect the habitats of rare, threatened or migratory bird species. 
 
SSSI  
Site of Special Scientific Interest. These are areas of land or water which, in the opinion of SNH 
are of special interest by reason of their flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features. 
 
VDL 
Vacant and derelict land is land which is unused for the purposes for which it is held and is 
viewed as an appropriate site for development. This land must either have had prior 
development on it or preparatory work has taken place in anticipation of future development. 
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Glossary  
 
Appropriate Assessment 
Formal assessment by the Competent Authority of the impacts of a plan or project on the 
integrity of a Natura 2000 site (a Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area for Conservation 
(SAC) or proposed SPAs and Ramsar sites). 
 
Biodiversity 
The variety of life on Earth at all its levels, from genes to ecosystems, and the ecological and 
evolutionary processes that sustain it. 
 
Consultation Authorities 
Organisations with a particular status for involvement in the SEA under the Regulations. In 
Scotland these are the Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency and 
Scottish Ministers (Historic Scotland). 
 
Cultural Heritage 
Includes scheduled monuments and other significant archaeological sites and landscapes, listed 
buildings, conservation areas, historic gardens and designed landscapes included in the 
published inventory and any others of national and Corporate importance which are likely to be 
included. 
 
Cumulative Effects 
The effects that result from changes caused by a project, plan, programme or policy in 
association with other past, present or reasonably foreseeable future plans and actions. 
Cumulative effects are specifically noted in the SEA Directive in order to emphasise the need for 
broad and comprehensive information regarding the effects. 
 
Enhancement  
Measures envisaged to maximise the benefits of the positive actions of implementing the plan. 
 
Environmental Assessment 
A tool for integrating environmental considerations into decision making by assessing the 
significant environmental effects. In the SEA Directive, an environmental assessment means "the 
preparation of an Environmental Report, the carrying out of consultations, the taking into 
account of the Environmental Report and the results of the consultations in decision-making and 
the provision of information on the decision", in accordance with the Directive's requirements. 
 
Environmental Report 
Document required by the SEA Directive as part of an environmental assessment, which 
identifies, describes and evaluates the likely significant effects on the environment of 
implementing a plan or programme. 
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Habitat Regulations Appraisal 
The Habitats Regulations require competent authorities to undertake appropriate assessments 
in certain circumstances where a plan or project affects a Natura (European) site.  Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal (HRA) refers to the whole process, including the appropriate 
assessment step.  
 
Mitigation  
Used in this guidance to refer to measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant adverse effects 
on the environment. 
 
Monitoring 
Activities undertaken after the decision is made to adopt the plan or programme so as to 
examine its implementation. For example, monitoring to examine whether the significant 
environmental effects occur as predicted or to establish whether mitigation and enhancement 
measures are effective. 
 
Natura 2000  
Under the EU Habitats Directive, SPAs and SACs are together intended to form a European-wide 
network of protected areas designed to maintain or restore the distribution and abundance of 
species and habitats of EU interest. Many areas qualify for both SPA and SAC designation and as 
a matter of Government policy Ramsar Convention sites are afforded the same level of 
protection. 
 
Objective  
A statement of what is intended, specifying the desired direction of change. 
 
Responsible Authority 
Under the Act, the authority by which or on whose behalf the plan is prepared, or its successor. 
 
Secondary Effects 
Effects which are attributable to the plan but which may not be obvious or direct. Secondary 
effects are specifically noted in the SEA Directive in order to emphasise the need for broad and 
comprehensive information regarding the effects. 
 
Soil Sealing  
The covering of the soil surface with impervious materials as a result of urban development and 
infrastructure construction. Sealed areas are lost to uses such as agriculture or forestry while 
the ecological soil functions are severely impaired or even prevented (e.g. soil working as a 
buffer and filter system or as a carbon sink). In addition, surrounding soils may be influenced by 
change in water flow patterns or the fragmentation of habitats. 
 
Sustainable Development 
This concept recognises that achieving economic growth has to be done in such a way that does 
not harm the environment or squander the natural resources we depend on, whilst at the same 
time distributing the wealth this creates equally to improve quality of life now and in the future. 
 
 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/protected-areas/international-designations/natura-sites/habitats-regulations
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/protected-areas/international-designations/natura-sites
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Synergistic Effects 
A type of cumulative effect where two or more impacts combine to produce a complex 
interaction where the effect may be larger or smaller that component impacts. Synergistic 
effects are specifically noted in the SEA Directive in order to emphasise the need for broad and 
comprehensive information regarding the effects. 
 
SEA Act  
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
SEA Directive  
Directive 2001/42/EC "on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment". 
 
Wellbeing  
A good or satisfactory condition of existence; a state characterized by health, happiness, and 
prosperity; welfare. 
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Chapter One 
 

Introduction 
 
The SEA Process to date 
 
1.1 In accordance with the Environmental Assessment (Scotland Act) 2005, a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) of Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic 
Development Plan is being undertaken. 

 
1.2 SEA is a systematic method for assessing the likely environmental effects of 

development plans and aims to: 
 

¶ integrate environmental factors into policy decision-making; 

¶ improve policies, and enhance environmental protection; 

¶ increase public participation in decision-making; and, 

¶ facilitate openness and transparency of decision-making. 
 
1.3 Considerable work has already been undertaken within the SDP Main Issues Report SEA 

process, including: 
 

¶ scoping to explore the potential effects of the SDP, define the appropriate 
methodology and reach agreement on the proposed consultation timescales; 
and, 

¶ a full assessment of the Main Issues Report including consideration of strategic 
alternatives, with a report published in November 2010.1 

 
1.4 Over the past 6 months, the drafting and revision of the Proposed Plan has progressed 

and the iterative nature of the SEA process has continually fed into the decision-making 
process.  The reports referred to above remain important and are still available online 
for public reference when considering the findings set out here. 

Further engagement in the SEA process 

1.5 It is important that the public and stakeholder organizations are given the opportunity 
to comment on the findings of this additional assessment work.  This supplementary 
report sets out the findings of an additional process of environmental assessment of 
the Proposed Plan. 

1.6 The Consultation Authorities and the public are now invited to provide further 
comments on the findings from this part of the process.  This report is being made 
available for an 8 week period within which comments can be submitted to the 
GCVSDPA. 

                                                           

1
 These are available to view at www.gcvsdpa.gov.uk by following links to the SDP SEA documents. 

http://www.gcvsdpa.gov.uk/
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1.7 Consultees are asked to avoid simply reiterating any views already expressed on the 
proposals outlined in the Main Issues Report. More exactly, this stage offers consultees 
the opportunity to express further views on the proposals contained within the 
Proposed Plan in light of environmental information provided in this report. The aim is 
to ensure decisions are made in light of the best available environmental information.  

 

Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan   
 
1.8 The Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan area (Figure 1) consists 

of eight separate Local Authorities namely, East Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, 
Glasgow City, Inverclyde, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire, West 
Dunbartonshire (excluding that part covered by the Loch Lomond National Park 
Authority). 

 
1.9 The role of the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Planning Authority 

(GCVSDPA) is to prepare a Strategic Development Plan (SDP) for the area.  The SDP, 
when adopted, will replace the existing structure plan for the area - the Glasgow and 
the Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan 2000 and its four subsequent Alterations. It differs 
from the previous generation of Structure Plans by focusing upon a spatial strategy and 
its priority developments.  
 

Stages in developing the SDP 

1.10 The Proposed Plan is the second key stage in developing the SDP. It follows on from the 
publication in September 2010 of the Main Issues Report (MIR).  

1.11 Building upon the outcomes of the MIR consultation stage, the Proposed Plan sets out 
the Spatial Vision to 2035, its related spatial development strategy and the proposals 
needed to deliver them. It is an evolution of the long-term spatial development strategy 
first set out in the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan 2000 and reviewed 
in 2006, but evolved to address a future likely to be dominated by a complex array of 
ΨŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭΦ  

What the SDP seeks to achieve  

1.12 Against the background of long-term drivers for change e.g. a global economy, fuel 
prices and climate change, the key aim of the SDP is to set out a long-term Spatial 
Vision and related spatial development strategy. This will determine the future 
geography of development in the city-region to 2035, which will support economic 
competitiveness and social cohesion, set within a sustainable environmental approach. 
A copy of the Proposed Plan is available to view at the website address below2.  

 

 

 

                                                           

2
 http://www. gcvsdpa.gov.uk 
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Figure 1: Glasgow and the Clyde Valley area 
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Chapter 2   

SEA Methodology 
 
2.1 This Supplementary Environmental Report has been prepared in parallel with the Proposed 

Plan. It assesses high level and significant effects from a city-region wide perspective, 
looking at key environmental features and the potential impacts from proposals and policies 
contained within the GCVSDPA Proposed Plan.  

 
2.2 In order that outputs are manageable, the SEA of the strategic level Proposed Plan should 

be proportionate and fit-for-purpose. The findings help to highlight significant 
environmental effects at a city-region scale. The same methodology is used as the MIR 
Environmental Report published in November 2010. In the interests of clarity, it is worth 
noting that this Supplementary Report will not re-iterate the findings of the Environmental 
Report of the MIR. It will detail new elements or changes from the elements taken forward 
from the option presented in the MIR.  

 
2.3 In terms of consistency, this Supplementary Report uses the same combination of thematic 

analysis, constraints mapping and an objective-led assessment as the MIR Environmental 
Report. This combination of approaches helps to present SEA information in as simple a 
format as possible with a view to engaging a wide range of stakeholders.  

 
2.4 The Supplementary Report will then consider the cumulative and synergistic effects of the 

development proposals and policies followed by a consideration of the comments received 
during the consultation period. This report also provides a note of where actions have 
already been undertaken with regard to recommendations made in the MIR Environmental 
Report.  
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Chapter Three 

 

Assessment of Proposed Plan  
 

Introduction 
 
3.1 The SDP is a new form of development plan. It is a strategic level document comprising a 

vision of the city-region to 2035 and a Strategic Development Strategy (SDS) to deliver that 
vision. The details of policy are devolved to constituent local authorities. However, Strategy 
Support Measures are provided where the Strategic Development Planning Authority (SDPA) 
wishes to provide additional explanation on interpretation of the plan and its spatial 
framework or components.  

 
3.2 The key changes from the MIR to the Proposed Plan are as follows: 
 

¶ a new suite of Strategy Support Measures 1-15; 

¶ two new Strategic Economic Investment Locations; 

¶ the identification of Strategic Freight Transport hubs; 

¶ the identification of fourteen Green Network Strategic Priorities; 

¶ an updated Forestry and Woodland Strategy; 

¶ the identification of Broad Areas of Search for Minerals; 

¶ the publication of the GCV Housing Need and Demand Assessment; 

¶ three new designated Strategic Centres; 

¶ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ Ψ/ŀǊōƻƴ ς EƴŜǊƎȅ aŀǎǘŜǊǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩΤ ŀƴŘΣ 

¶ recognition that new waste facilities are required. 
 

Philosophy and Principles 
 
3.3 The SDP is a new type of strategic plan with a stronger focus on vision and strategy and a 

lesser focus on policy than the previous generations of Structure Plans. It remains 
important, however, to recognise its position within the Development Plan process relative 
to Local Development Plans and development management. Figures 2 and 3 provide a 
summary strategic framework for local authorities taking local planning development 
decisions. There are a number of fundamental principles upon which the SDP is based and 
Figures 2 and 3 are integral to these principles and their application within the Development 
Plan system. Assessment of Figure 3 is provided in the table below. 
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Figure 2: Spatial Development Strategy and Indicative Compatible Development  
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Figure 3: Sustainable Location Assessment 
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Assessment 

Schedule 3 

components 

SEA Objectives Potential 

Effect 

Relevant section of Figure 3 

Biodiversity To conserve and enhance 

the diversity of habitats 

and species. 

Positive  

 

This is implicit in green network 

thinking. 

Population  To avoid further blight in 

disadvantaged 

communities. 

Positive This is a fundamental principle behind 

the Sustainable Locations Assessment.  

Population To promote and develop 

green network thinking. 

Positive Green Network is a key component 

Human 

Health 

 

To improve health and 

well-being through 

improved environment. 

Positive The Green Network and Sustainable 

Transport will increase access to 

quality green network for leisure 

pursuits and active travel. 

Soil To avoid adverse direct 

and indirect impacts of 

developments on soil 

stability, structure and 

quality. 

Unknown Strategic mitigation encourages the re-

use VDL for development and green 

network purposes.  Further mitigation 

will be required at local / project level. 

Water To protect and improve 

relevant waterbody 

status. 

Positive Specific reference is made to the 

water environment complementing 

the role of River Basin Management 

Plans, Area Action Flood Groups and 

Marine Planning. 

Continued support for sustainable 

water management and demand of 

new developments e.g. SUDS etc. 

Strategic elements of this are relevant 

at SDP level. This is also appropriate at 

local authority level. 

Air To protect and enhance 

air quality. 

Positive Specific reference is made to reduce 

GHG emissions. 

Strategic mitigation exists through the 

promotion of sustainable transport 
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Schedule 3 

components 

SEA Objectives Potential 

Effect 

Relevant section of Figure 3 

networks through sensitive siting of 

new developments.  

Climatic 

Factors 

To reduce GHG 

emissions 

 

Positive Seeks to ensure measures to minimise 

GHG emissions are addressed in 

development proposals.  

Climatic 

Factors 

To support climate 

change adaptation and 

mitigation. 

Positive Seek measures to minimise flood risks. 

Material 

Assets 

To promote sufficient 

infrastructure for future 

development needs. 

 

 

Positive  Sustainable transport is a key element.  

Further strategic mitigation is inherent 

in the plan through the protection of 

minerals resource from sterilisation by  

Seek measures for safe treatment and 

disposal of waste. 

Material 

Assets 

To minimise waste Unknown This is difficult to predict from Figure 3 

alone. The Plan promoting higher 

densification through the compact city 

model and provides for new network 

of waste facilities.  

Cultural 

Heritage 

To protect and where 

appropriate enhance the 

cultural and built 

environment. 

Unknown This is difficult to predict from Figure 3 

alone. It is inherent in the Plan 

through the support for strategic 

centres and enhance further by Green 

Network.  

Landscape Protect  and enhance the 

character of existing 

settlements 

Positive This is a crucial part of Green Network 

seeking measures to protect and 

improve the setting of settlements. 

This supports the place-setting 

agenda.   
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Economic and Demographic Framework 
3.4 A number of economic futures have been modelled for the city-region and a baseline future 

suggests an economic scenario of reinforcement and continuation of the current service-
based regional economy. However, it is anticipated that the resulting regional economy 
would generate insufficient economic activity to support the in-migration levels previously 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ нллс {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ Ψ!ƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ DǊƻǿǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
the SDP. 

 
3.5 The SDP is pursuing a higher migration population projection allied with a low carbon 

sustainable economy for the city-region, shown in Figure 4. This approach is in line with the 
{ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ψ! [ƻǿ /ŀǊōƻƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩ ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмлύ3. 
The economic basis of this approach involves a part shift away from the service economy 
towards a growth in specialist high-value products and related services e.g. green 
technology sectors, associated environmental sectors, tourism and leisure. This economic 
and demographic framework returns economic activity and employment generation to the 
pre-recession levels.  

 
Figure 4: Population and household change 
 2008 2025 Change 

2008/2025 
Annual 
2008/2016 

Annual 
2008/2020 

Annual 
2008/2025 

Population  1,755,310 1,822,048 +66,738 +3,347 +4,108 +4,706 

Households 804,708 918,408 +113,700 +6,805 +6,576 +6,591 

 
Assessment 
3.6 The strategic environmental implications of this population and household change 

framework are outlined in Figure 5 below: 
 
Figure 5: High migration population projection 

SEA objectives Potential 
Significant 
impact? 

Description of impact and mitigation required  

Biodiversity:  
Conserve and enhance the 
diversity of habitats and species 

 
Yes 

 
There is potential for all population and household 
projections to impact negatively on diversity of 
habitats and species. Strategic mitigation is 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
policies. With proper implementation it is possible 
that integrated Green Networks and green 
infrastructure e.g. SUDs, IHN etc. can have a 
significant positive impact on species and habitats, 
networks for people, settlement edges etc.  
A Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Proposed 
Plan identifies specific areas of concern in relation to 
international designations. Further detailed 
mitigation is required at specific locations and this 
can only be dealt with at a local or project level.  

                                                           

3 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/15085756/0 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/15085756/0
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Figure 5: High migration population projection 

SEA objectives Potential 
Significant 
impact? 

Description of impact and mitigation required  

 

Population: 
Avoid blight in disadvantaged 
communities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unknown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is difficult to determine whether the higher 
migration scenario will have a negative or positive 
impact on disadvantaged communities. Left 
unchecked increased migration could put pressure 
on infrastructure and disadvantaged communities 
may be further blighted. However, the migration will 
not be unchecked and the Proposed Plan makes 
provision for infrastructure provision in line with 
estimated growth.  It also encourages regeneration 
projects and uses models of regeneration to help 
ensure success.   
 
 

Population: 
Promote and develop Green 
Network thinking 

Yes Green Network thinking is not explicitly promoted in 
this specific part of the plan but it is integrated with 
the development strategy for increased population 
and household growth. 
 

Human Health: 
Improve health and well-being 

 
Unknown 

 
Relating specific health improvements to the 
strategic development plans is difficult. Nonetheless, 
Green Network thinking is fully-integrated in the 
Proposed Plan and improved access to open and 
green space is planned in at this strategic level. The 
regeneration proposals contained in the Proposed 
Plan have at their core the aim of improving 
opportunities for the inhabitants and in turn this 
should improve quality of life and well-being.  
 

Soil: 
Avoid adverse direct and indirect 
impacts of development  on soil 
and stability, structure and 
quality 

 
Yes 

 
The scale of projected population and household 
growth is likely to have a significant impact on soil. 
At a strategic level this impact must be recognised 
however, the Proposed Plan puts forward a compact 
city model and this will reduce the land take 
required for similar population projections being 
accommodated on green field sites. Further 
mitigation is provided through the re-use of 
brownfield and derelict land as well as the Forestry 
Woodland Strategy encouraging soil stability.    
Mitigation measures are inherent in the planning 
system in terms of protecting valuable soils such as 
arable land etc. Local and project level mitigation 
measures also play an important part minimising 
potential negative impacts.  
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Figure 5: High migration population projection 

SEA objectives Potential 
Significant 
impact? 

Description of impact and mitigation required  

 

Water 
Protect and improve relevant 
waterbody status 

 
Unknown 

 
The impact of the scale of projected population and 
household growth on water is unknown at this stage.  
There are a range of strategic mitigation measures in 
place through the Clyde Area Management Action 
Plan and the scale of development is likely to allow 
for the large scale measures required to address 
these issues including SUDS etc. 
 

Air 
Protect and enhance air quality 

 
Unknown 

 
The impact of the scale of projected population and 
household growth on air is unknown at this stage. 
There is a range of strategic measures in place to 
protect air quality and action in this regard generally 
takes place at the local level. The compact city model 
put forward in the Proposed Plan seeks to provide 
the critical mass required for a step change in 
transport increasing journeys by public transport and 
reducing private car usage. Therefore the impact 
could be positive.  However, the provision of public 
transport is outwith the remit of the SDPA. 
 

Climatic factors 
Reduce GHG emissions 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yes 

 
In terms of reducing GHG emissions, the Proposed 
Plan supports a range of measure to encourage a low 
carbon economy, including decarbonising energy 
and encouraging increased public transport usage as 
indicated in the paragraph above. 
 

Climatic factors 
Support climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 

 
Unknown 

 
The impact at the strategic level could be significant.  
Strategic mitigation exists in the support and 
promotion of green infrastructure such as SUDS and 
Green Network alongside seeking to achieve the 
critical mass to support improvements to public 
transport. Similarly, the proposals for strategic 
freight hubs and the support for strategic centres 
inherently encourage a shift to more sustainable 
transport. The scale of development could then in 
fact support improvements in climatic factors.  
 

Material assets 
Promote sufficient infrastructure 
for future development needs  
 
 
 

 
Yes 

 
The very purpose of the population and household 
projections is to allow for the identification of 
infrastructure requirements and encourage their 
development in suitable locations. 
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Figure 5: High migration population projection 

SEA objectives Potential 
Significant 
impact? 

Description of impact and mitigation required  

Material assets 
Minimise waste 

 
Unknown 

 
On the face of it, an increase in population and 
households would seem to increase waste.  
However, there is a body of strategic mitigation 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ½ŜǊƻ ²ŀǎǘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ which 
seeks to achieve significant changes to waste 
treatment and management. The development 
required to accommodate population and household 
growth offers the potential for provision of a new 
generation of waste facilities thus having a 
potentially positive effect on the provision of these 
facilities.  
 

Cultural heritage 
Protect and enhance the cultural 
and built heritage  

 
Unknown 

 
Population and household growth at this scale has 
an unknown impact on cultural heritage. As with 
other SEA objectives, the scale of development 
required to accommodate this growth could have 
positive effects on a regional scale. For example, 
Green network thinking can complementing strategic 
heritage issues such as Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments. Similarly, focussing development within 
a strategic network of urban centres can encourage 
re-use of historical building and result in a renewed 
focus on the historic fabric of the GCV city-region.  
 

Landscape  
Protect and enhance the 
character of the city-region and 
its component settlements 

 
Unknown 

 
The effects of population and household projections 
on landscape in themselves could be significant but 
are difficult to predict. It is recognised that the scale 
of development required to accommodate this 
growth could have a significant effect. Focussing 
development in and around existing settlements will 
have a significant impact on settlement edges but 
judicial use of conditions to incorporate green 
network thinking and planting schemes could have a 
significant positive effect. This level of detail is 
managed at the masterplanning stage.  
 
New development will also have a significant impact 
on the regional landscaping issues. These issues are 
considered later in this supplementary report.  
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Chapter Four  
 

Assessment of Spatial Development Strategy 
 
Introduction to the Proposed Plan   
4.1 The Proposed Plan updates the model of the current Structure Plan development strategy 

by incorporating low carbon growth, climate change mitigation and taking account of recent 
economic changes. The Spatial Development Strategy (SDS) focuses on core spatial 
components and prioritised delivery.  

 
Spatial Development Strategy  
4.2 The SDS is based on a compact city model and applies across the whole city-region. It 

comprises several elements: 
 

¶ the Development Corridor running through the city-region paralleling the River Clyde 
and the M8 corridor to Edinburgh; 

¶ Glasgow City Centre; 

¶ the Clyde Waterfront, the most advanced project in development terms. Whilst 
significant progress has been achieved, the scale of the remaining development is 
significant; 

¶ the Clyde Gateway, a large-scale mixed-use community regeneration development. The 
project incorporates many of the 2014 Commonwealth Games facilities as well as being 
the initial focus for delivery of the Metropolitan Glasgow Strategic Drainage Plan; 

¶ Ravenscraig, a long-term regeneration and re-structuring of the southern area of North 
Lanarkshire; 

¶ Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network (GCVGN), a programme addressing the need 
for green infrastructure across the city-region; and,  

¶ Community Growth Areas (CGAs).  
 

4.3 The SDS is supported by the following policy: 
 
άStrategy Support Measure 1 

Delivery of the Spatial Vision to 2035 requires clear and focused priority to be placed upon 
meeting the development demands of the SDS, as set out in Diagram 20, through   

¶ Local Authorities - Local Development Plans and related documents 

¶ Scottish Government Key Agencies - investment programmes 

¶ Infrastructure bodies - future capital programmes 

¶ Investment and Development Industries - development proposals 
 

The SDS is clear and consistent in its intent, to support sustainable economic growth 
and development. In a period of severely constrained resources, a focus on delivery of 
the key SDS components represents a strong prioritisation of resources and an 
optimum return on investment.έ 
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Assessment 
4.4 Using GIS, a number of maps have been drawn up to illustrate the potential impact of the 

SDS on the SEA objectives. Figure 6 shows the above developments and overlays data 
relating to major road and rail networks and coastal and fluvial flooding. The map illustrates:  

 

¶ key development areas are located on main road and rail links ensuring connectivity with 
the wider city-region; 

¶ the opportunity to integrate the green network concept with new development; and, 

¶ flooding is a key issue for waterfront developments. 
 
Figure 6: Proposed Plan Development, Transport Networks and Flood Risk 

 
 

4.5 Major Flagship Initiatives such as Clyde Waterfront and the Clyde Gateway including the 
Commonwealth Games site are using brownfield land, integrating green infrastructure and 
green network thinking. The Metropolitan Glasgow Strategic Urban Drainage Plan is a model 
for integrating green infrastructure for the benefit of the environment, the people who live 
nearby or downstream. In terms of the economy, this project is also likely to have a positive 
impact on place-making and attracting investment. These measures directly address climate 
change adaptation and mitigation, designed to cope with existing flooding issue, 
accommodate new development as well as potential future demands due to climate change 
impacts such as increased rainfall.  The use of green infrastructure also has a positive impact 
on biodiversity, landscape setting and quality of life issues. In the long term the 
development proposals are likely to have an overall positive effect on the SEA objectives.  
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Strathleven Corridor 
4.6 There is a northward extension of the Development Corridor running north from the Clyde 

Estuary to Loch Lomond along the River Leven which acts as a gateway to the Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park. Relevant issues along this corridor relate to regeneration, 
economic activity, the quality of the tourism and visitor offer, environmental quality and 
flooding events. Specific proposals including the Lomond Canal, the Lomondgate Strategic 
Economic Investment Location have been put forward to address some of these issues. This 
location is emerging as a strategically significant opportunity worthy of further 
consideration supported by the following policy: 

 
άStrategy Support Measure 2 

West Dunbartonshire Council, with relevant strategic partners, will set in place a longer-
term study to analyse the appropriate planning and investment requirements of the 
Strathleven Corridor, and its wider setting, including the Kilpatrick Hills, commensurate 
with its emerging role as a gateway to the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. 
The study should address regeneration and renewal requirements, sustainable transport 
options, connectivity and accessibility issues, as well as development of its environmental 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ 
complete, a strategic action package may be considered for inclusion in a future review of 
the SDP.έ 

 
Assessment 
4.7 There is a Natura 2000 site, Endrick Water, in this location relating to migrating Atlantic 

salmon and this will need to be addressed in the proposed study, particularly with regard to 
the canal proposal.  This study will require a Habitats Regulation Appraisal and Appropriate 
Assessment to understand and mitigate against potentially negative aspects of development 
proposals on the Natura 2000 site.   

 
 
Strategic Economic Investment Locations (SEILs) 
4.8 In addition to the Strategic Economic Investment Locations (SEILs) identified in the MIR, the 

Proposed Plan puts forward two additional locations namely, the City Centre and 
Lomondgate. Both sites are existing locations that offer the opportunity to accommodate 
future development linked to regeneration areas where the future uses are not yet clear but 
there is an aspiration to develop the site for key industry uses. This is supported by the 
following policy: 
 
άStrategic Support Measure 3  
Strategic Economic Investment Locations 

 
The Strategic Economic Investment Locations set out in Schedule 2 comprise the city-
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƴƎ-term sustainable economic growth.  
 
Through the Local Development Plan process measures are required to be put in place to 
safeguard current locations and to ensure their ability to respond to their defined role and 
function. 
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Equally, the opportunity locations require promotion for investment based upon their 
defined role and function, with subsequent safeguarding in Local Development Plans for 
the uses set out in Schedule 2 on Diagram 11.έ 

 
Assessment 
4.9  Mapped analysis for the SEILs with regard to flooding is shown in Figure 7 SEILs, Transport 

Corridors and Flooding. It shows flooding may be an issue in some locations and appropriate 
mitigation should be developed as part of design briefs for new development including using 
SUDs which offers the opportunity for green infrastructure and reinforcing the green 
network.  

 
4.10 Figure 8 shows the location of SEILS in relation to Cultural Heritage sites and Vacant and 

Derelict Land. It illustrates that SEILS sites are located in areas where vacant and derelict 
land exists.  Whilst cultural heritage features must be protected from the negative effects of 
development, it is important to recognise the potential positive impact that cultural heritage 
can offer including reinforcing the place-making agenda. Focusing investment in these areas 
could lead to the reuse of historic buildings and /  or more investment in the historic 
townscape.    

 
4.11The relationship between the SEIL locations and Natural Heritage is shown in Figure 9.  It 

shows the two SEILs have SSSIs in close proximity namely, Gartcosh (Woodend Loch and 
Bishop Loch) and Glasgow Airport (Black Cart). Development at Gartcosh has already been 
subject to extensive environmental assessment and green network thinking has been 
integrated here. This will be required of any further development proposals that may come 
forward. Development at the Glasgow Airport (Black Cart) site is identified in the GCV SDP 
Habitats Regulations Appraisal and a strategic level Appropriate Assessment accompanies 
this Supplementary Environmental Report.   

 
4.12 With the exception of the two new designations, there are no further changes in relation to 

the SEILs. These designations are not intensifying the use, it is more an issue of labelling and 
therefore the assessment focuses on issues relating to the principle of designating a 
network of strategic locations. The assessment of the effect of SEILs on transport, air, 
biodiversity, water and soil remain the same as the MIR assessment. Similarly the associated 
mitigation measures, noted in the MIR Environmental Report and required at local and 
project level remain relevant as do the recommendations. These are noted below. 
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Figure 7 SEILS, Transport Corridors and Flood Risk  

 
Figure 8: SEILS, Cultural Heritage and Vacant and Derelict Land 
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